
Trump's Insurrection 
    
     On January  6 ,  2021 ,  the U .S .  Congress met  in  a  
jo int  sess ion of  the House and Senate to publ ic ly  
count  the electora l  co l lege votes  and conf i rm Joe 
Biden as  the next  pres ident  of  the United States .   

             
     In  one last  grandstand ef fort  to  attempt to  
i l legi t imately  overturn the results  of  the 2020 
pres ident ia l  e lect ion,  Trump persuaded the 
republ ican members  of  the House and the Senate,  
who continued to  support  h is  fa lse  c la ims that  the 
e lect ion was  f raudulent  and that  he had won,  to  
chal lenge the cert i f icat ion of  the electora l  co l lege 
votes in  s ix  states  that  Joe Biden had won.  The 
e lectora l  co l lege votes  of  the s ix  states  to  be 
chal lenged were Ar izona,  Georgia ,  Nevada,  Michigan,  
Wisconsin,  and Penns ylvania .  In  addit ion,  Trump put  
pressure  on Vice -pres ident  Pence,  who was  to 
pres ide at  the ceremonial  count ing of  the e lectora l  
co l lege votes ,  to  v io late  the const i tut ion and 
uni latera l ly  overturn the electora l  co l lege votes  in  
the s ix  contested states .  

             
     In  an ef fort  to  increase the pressure  on Pence 
and his  Republ ican supporters  in  the House and the 
Senate,  on December 30 ,  2020 ,  Trump sent  out  a  
tweet  ca l l ing on h is  u l tra -r ight-wing supporters ,  
who bel ieved his  fa lse  c la ims about the e lec t ion,  to  
come to  Washington on January  6  and protest  
against  the cert i f icat ion of  Joe Biden as  pres ident .  
With  th is ,  the f ina l  e lements  of  an insurrect ion and 
potent ia l  overthrow of  a  f ree  democrat ic  e lect ion 
were a l l  in  p lace.  A l l  of  th is  was  inst igated b y 
Trump,  the incumbent  president  of  the United 



States ,  who refused to  accept  the fact  that  he has  
lost  the 2020 pres ident ia l  e lect ion.  

             
     The f ina l  provocat ion for  Trump’s  insurrect ion 
took p lace at  a  ra l ly  of  h is  protesters  outs ide the 
White  House on January  6 ,  2021 .  In  h is  remarks  to  
the crowd of  protesters  gathered at  the White  
House Trump repeated his  fa lse and baseless  c la ims 
that  the 2020 e lect ion had been stolen from him.  
Fir ing up the crowd,  he sa id ,  “our  county  has  had 
enough.  We wi l l  not  take i t  anymore.”  He urged 
them to  f ight ,  “We f ight  l ike  Hel l  and i f  you don’ t  
f ight  l ike  Hel l ,  you’ re not  going to have a  country  
anymore.”   Trump to ld  the crowd that  “you’ l l  never  
take back your  country  with  weakness.  You have to  
show strength,  and  you have to  be strong.”  The 
protesters  were further  inci ted to  v io lence by  the 
remarks  of  Rudolph Giu l iani  who ca l led for  a  “tr ia l  
by  combat,”  against  the Democrats .  Donald  Trump 
Jr ,  the pres ident ’s  son,  threatened the Republ ican 
members  of  congress  with  the words,  “We’re  coming 
for  you”  i f  they  d id  not  overturn the e lect ion.  Trump 
then urged the protesters  to  march to  the Capito l  to  
give the Republ icans  “the kind of  pr ide and 
boldness  that  they  needed to  take back our  
country ,”  stat ing that  he would lead them,  but  he 
d id  not  fo l low through with  th is .  

             
     Being thoroughly  exc i ted and inf lamed the angry  
and v io lent  mob marched to  the Capito l .  They  broke 
through the barr icades  guarding the Capito l  
grounds and worked their  way  up the steps  of  the  
Capito l  bui ld ing,  which they  began to  c l imb as they  
chanted hatefu l  and sedit ious  s logans.  At  the very  
moment  that  the members  of  the House and Senate 
were in  sess ion beginning the cert i f icat ion process ,  
the protesters  overpowered the Capito l  Pol ice  and 
broke into  the ins ide of  the Capito l  bui ld ing.  When 
ins ide ,  they  smashed windows and broke down 



doors  shout ing inf lammatory  remarks  against  the 
Democrats ,  part icular ly  Nancy Pelos i ,  a long with  
cal ls  to  “Hang,  Mike Pence.”  The ser iousness  of  th is  
threat  was  substant iated by  the fact  that  the 
protesters  had bui l t  a  gal lows  outs ide the Capitol  
bui lding.  Eventual ly ,  they  stormed into  the House 
and Senate chambers ;  but ,  fortunately ,  not  before 
the House and Senate members  had been evacuated 
and led to  safety  in  a  more secure part  of  the 
Capito l .  There  they  remained for  a  couple  of  hours  
unt i l  the Capito l  Pol ice eventual ly  were able  to  
remove the protesters  f rom ins ide the Capito l  
bui lding.  

             
     When the Capito l  was  secured,  the House and 
Senate returned to  the bus iness  of  cert i fy ing the 
e lect ion of  Joe Biden.  In  spi te  of  the opposit ion of  a  
substant ia l  number  of  Republ icans  who cont inued to  
chal lenge the cert i f icat ion of  Biden’s  e lect ion,  
Biden was  of f ic ia l ly  cert i f ied as  the 46th pres ident  
of  the United States  in  the ear ly  hours  of  the 
morning of  January  7 ,  2021 .  The insurrect ion and the 
coup had been defeated,  but  not  before 5  l ives were 
lost .  The Republ icans  who supported Trump’s  l ies  
about  e lect ion f raud and his  fa lse  c la im that  he had 
won the e lect ion ,  as  wel l  as  the Republ icans  who 
voted against  cert i fy ing the e lect ion of  Joe Biden,  
should take responsib i l i ty  for  thei r  part  in  foster ing 
and support ing the sedit ious  and inf lammatory  
c la ims that  made th is  insurrect ion poss ib le .  

             
     On January  13 ,  2021 ,  the U .S .  House of  
Representat ives  voted to  impeach pres ident  Trump 
on the charge of  “ inc i tement  and insurrect ion.”  The 
vote was  220 in  favor  to  197  against  impeachment .  
Ten Republ icans,  a long with  a l l  the Democrats ,  
voted for  impeachment .  A l l  197  who voted against  
impeachment were  Republ icans .   



THE INAUGURATION 
January 20, 2021  

    

     Pres ident  Joe Biden was  inaugurated as  the 46th 
pres ident  of  the United States  today  and Kamala  
Harr is  was  sworn in  as  the v ice -pres ident .  The 
ceremony went  wel l  and was  very  impress ive.  Joe 
Biden’s  inaugura l  speech was  except ional  and 
inspir ing.  In  sp i te  of  threats  of  v io lence,  there  were 
no protests  or  d isturbances .  Everything went  
smoothly .  
      
     Pope Francis  sent  Joe Biden a  very  pos i t ive  and 
enthusiast ic  message of  congratu lat ion s  and 
support  and wished Biden wel l .  
            
     Archbishop Jose Gomez,  pres ident of  the U.S .  
bishops ’  conference,  sent  a  congratu latory  message 
to  Joe Biden that  was  condescending,  abras ive ,  and 
of fens ive .  In  h is  message Gomez misrepresented the 
Cathol ic  Church’s  teaching on abort ion,  by  
ident i fy ing i t  with  the U.S .  b ishops ’  pol i t ica l  
s trategy of  the “preeminent  pr ior i ty”  of  abort ion 
and ignor ing the posi t ion of  Pope Francis .  He a lso  
misrepresented the Cathol ic  Church’s  teaching on 
re l ig ious l iberty  b y  ident i fy ing i t  exclusively  with  
the not ion of  inst i tut ional  l iberty ,  completely  
ignor ing the re l ig ious  l iberty  of  the consc ience of  
the indiv idual .  
 
     I t  seems that  Gomez’s  statement  was re leased 
without  a  “col legia l  consultat ion” with  the 
conference’s  administrat ive  committee.  A  senior  
Vat ican off ic ia l  descr ibed Gomez’s  statement  as  
“most  unfortunate ,”  and expressed concern that  i t  
could create  even greater  d iv is ions  in  the church in  
the United States .”  ( A m e r i ca  M a g a z i n e ) .  

 

https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2021/01/20/biden-cupich-gomez-bishops-239779

